
 
The boiling frog story is a widespread anecdote describing a frog slowly being 
boiled alive. The premise is that if a frog is placed in boiling water, it will jump 
out, but if it is placed in cold water that is slowly heated, it will not perceive the 
danger and will be cooked to death. The story is often used as a metaphor for 
the inability of people to react to significant changes that occur gradually. 
According to contemporary biologists the premise of the story is not literally true; 
an actual frog submerged and gradually heated will jump out. However, a variety 
of 19th century research experiments suggested that the underlying premise is 
true, provided the heating is gradual enough. 
 
The boiling frog story is generally told in a metaphorical context, with the upshot 
being that people should make themselves aware of gradual change lest they 
suffer eventual undesirable consequences. This may be in support of a slippery 
slope argument. It is also used in business to illustrate the idea that change 
needs to be gradual to be accepted. The expression "boiling frog syndrome" is 
sometimes used as shorthand for the metaphor. 
 
The story has been retold many times and used to illustrate many different 
points. It has been used to warn about diverse phenomena, for example: in 1960 
about sympathy towards the Soviet Union during the Cold War; in 1980 about 
the impending collapse of civilization anticipated by survivalists; in the 1990s 
about inaction in response to climate change and staying in abusive 
relationships. It has also been used by libertarians to warn about slow erosion of 
civil rights. 
 
 
 
A master's degree is an academic degree granted to individuals who have 
undergone study demonstrating a mastery or high-order overview of a specific 
field of study or area of professional practice. Within the area studied, graduates 
possess advanced knowledge of a specialized body of theoretical and applied 
topics; high order skills in analysis, critical evaluation and/or professional 
application; and the ability to solve complex problems and think rigorously and 
independently. 
 
In some languages, a master's degree is called a magister, and magister or a 
cognate can also be used for a person who has the degree. There are various 
degrees of the same level, such as engineer's degrees, which have different 
names for historical reasons. 


